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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i cat ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualif icat ions are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest  awarding 

body. We provide a wide range of qualif icat ions including academic, vocat ional, 

occupat ional and specific programmes for employers. For further informat ion visit  our 

qualif icat ions websites at  www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. Alternat ively, you can 

get  in touch with us using the details on our contact  us page at  

www.edexcel.com/ contactus. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pear son :  h elp in g  p eop le p r og r ess, ev er y w h er e 

 

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim  is to help 

everyone progress in their lives through educat ion. We believe in every kind of 

learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved 

in educat ion for over 150 years, and by working across 70 count r ies, in 100 

languages, we have built  an internat ional reputat ion for  our commitment  to high 

standards and raising achievement  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  more 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com/ uk 
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The paper with its r ising level of diff iculty different iated well.  The weakest  

candidates were able to score marks on the first  few quest ions whilst  bet ter  

candidates were challenged by the demands of the later quest ions in the 

paper. 

 

W ETTER -  Qu est ion s 1 - 3  

 

This was a well- known topic area and the vast  majority of candidates scored 

full marks. 

 

SPORT -  Qu est ion s 4 - 6  

 

Again this was a fam iliar  subject .  Occasionally, Segeln was not  known. 

 

KI NOBESUCH -  Qu est ion s 7 - 1 0  

 

I n these quest ions, candidates had to star t  making links between what  they 

heard and the concept  in the quest ion. Thus the links between Auto/ Busse 

with Transport , or es kostet  zu viel and Geld were reasonably 

st raight forward. Some candidates found the matching of Grippe with 

Krankheit  and a broken leg with Unfall more challenging and there was 

often a confusion of the two ideas. 

 

ZUKUNFT -  Qu est ion  1 3  

 

This was well answered. The most  common m istake was the inability to 

ident ify Alissa's ambit ion of becom ing a Schauspielerin. Cent res are 

rem inded that  common professions can be found in the m inim um core 

vocabulary list .  
 
I M BUS -  Qu est ion  1 4  

 

Alim 's account  of his journey to school was clearly understood by most  

candidates. Parts ( iii) , ( v)  and (vi)  were best  answered. However, the 

inference required to interpret  ( i) , ( ii)  and ( iv)  posed problems. Generally, 

candidates opted for  a grammat ically correct  possibility, but  a significant  

m inor it y took a stab in the dark and gave nonsensical answers such as 

C/ gelesen for ( i)  or I / unpünkt lich for ( iv) .  

 

SCHW I MMBAD -  Qu est ion  1 5  

 

Surprisingly many candidates found this quest ion diff icult  and failed to score 

the full three marks.  The challenges were to ident ify the correct  t ime, day 

and cost  from a range of possibilit ies heard.  The t ime (21.30)  was often 

given wrongly as 21 or 1.20 and the cost  of 8 often incorrect ly given as 5.   

 

 

 

 



SCHW I MMBAD -  Qu est ion  1 6  

 

This quest ion again required careful listening. Candidates should be 

rem inded that  it  is not  always the obvious answer which is correct .  At  this 

level,  they need to listen to the whole ext ract  for the gist  of what  is being 

said before choosing the correct  response. Thus, a link had to be made 

between nicht  genug Licht  and dunkel in ( iii)  and between wenn ich Hunger 

habe and essen in ( iv) .  These two parts saw the greatest  number of errors. 

 

W O I CH W OHNE -  Qu est ion  1 7  

 

This was a part icular ly challenging quest ion and most  weaker candidates 

failed to score any marks here.  I t  is sensible to wait  unt il after the first  

hearing of the whole passage before select ing answers. Scripts showed 

evidence of var ious at tempts at  the answer with mult iple crossings-out  and 

scribbled thoughts.  Bet ter candidates had used the 5 m inutes' reading t ime 

well and had glossed the short  German sentences on the quest ion paper 

with English so that  their m inds were focussed when it  came to listening to 

the interview. 
 
KI NDHEI T -  Qu est ion  1 8  

 

Despite the length of this ext ract  which contained a significant  amount  of 

var ied informat ion, candidates scored well and even weaker candidates 

managed to score a couple of marks at  this stage.  Most  problems occurred 

in the alter parts of the quest ion with some even assuming that  the man 

had not  enjoyed his childhood despite the clear use of eine glückliche Zeit  at  

the very end of the t ranscript . Again, it  is worth not ing that  the best  

candidates had glossed the German in the quest ion paper so that  they could 

concent rate on finding the correct  answers when they heard the report . 

 

DESKTOP ODER LAPTOP -  Qu est ion  1 9  

 

There were some excellent  responses to this quest ion from the best  

candidates who were aware that  only short  phrases in German were 

required. A few candidates gave answers which they thought  m ight  be 

correct , such as ment ioning something about  bat tery life for the laptop in 

the hope that  this m ight  be a correct  answer.  Energie sparen was managed 

by most , but  surpr isingly was occasionally wrongly listed as a Nachteil.  

Although an approximat ion of German spelling is accepted by examiners, it  

was necessary to give an indicat ion that  words had been heard correct ly.  

For example, there was often confusion with unterwegs which was 

somet imes rendered as Unterr icht , and Freien which was somet imes given 

as Ferien.  Detailed listening was also required, part icular ly in eine größere 

Kapazität  ( the comparat ive was necessary for the mark)  and Maus/ externe 

Sachen kosten mehr  ( rather than simply that  they had to be bought ) . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Candidates are advised to prepare for this paper by doing the following:  

• listening to a wide range of German 

• having a good knowledge of the m inimum core vocabulary list  

• ensuring that  they understand that  there is an incline of diff icult y in 

the paper 

• being prepared to listen for gist  rather than only for indiv idual words 

• being fam iliar  with the requirements of each test  type. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

  

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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